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CHAPTER L 

WHAT CHILDREN ARE AFTER DEATH — WHO TAKES gARE 
OF THEM — THE HOMES PROVIDED FOR TIJPM. 

A THIRD part of the human race, it is ^aid, die 
in infancy and childhood. There are but few 
parents who must not feel a personal interest in the 
subject to which I invite your attention, for there are 
not many who have not been called upon to surrender 
one or more dear objects of their affections to tile 
great Shepherd of souls. As Ihe poet-has beautifully 
sung : — 

•* There is no flock, however watched and tended, 
But one dead lamb is there ; 
There is no fireside, howsoever defended. 
But has one vacant chair. " 

Viewed from this world, this mortality in our race 
in the first years of life is a great enigma. It is contrary 
to the Divine order; it is the defeat of the Divine 
purpose; it is the blasting of parental hopes; it is 
offering the cup of the richest blessings to the^ lips 
with one hand, and dashing it to the earth with the 
other. The Divine promise to parent and child is 
broken. How many a Rachel has mourned for her 
children and would not be comforted because they 

A 
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were riot! How many bereaved hearts have won- 
dered why the Lord should bestow upon them such a 
priceless gift, only to take it from them ; why He should 
open such deep and rich fountains of new life, only to 
change them to bitterness. These questionings of the 
sore and acfiing heart cannot be answered from the 
point of view of this life. 

But when we regard the subject from the spiritual 
world, it presents a very different aspect What seems 
to us as death is seen to be entrance into life. What 
appears to us as failure and defeat of the Lord's pur- 
pose is seen to be carrying it out to successful com- 
pletion. Earth is the seminary of Heaven. The 
infant and childlike soul is not the bud of an immortal 
flower broken from its stem and left to wither and die. 
It is taken up by the living root and transplanted into 
the paradise above. It is taken from the wintry sphere 
of this world and placed in the warm spring of the 
spiritual world, where every faculty will unfold in 
order, harmony, and fulness. 

The doctrines of the New Church give us clear 
light, and the most consoling assurance upon this 
subject, which so intimately touches the parental heart. 
They place us in a position from which we can see it 
as it is. They throw light upon its darkness, and not 
only give us the means of solving its enigmas, but they 
comfort our bereaved hearts; they heal our wounded 
affections; they show us that the Lord's loving-kind- 
ness is as fully manifested in taking them from our 
natural sight as in giving them to us. 

They teach us that all who leave this life in infancy 
and childhood are saved. The children of heathen 
as well as Christian parents; the multitudes who are 
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exposed and left to die by the superstitions of the 
crowded populations of the East; the offspring of sin 
and shame — of the worst as well as the best of parents; 
all are saved. Here we have a third part of the 
human race sure of heaven, under whatever conditions 
they may have been bom. Here also we find a rich 
source of consolation for those who have been naturally 
bereaved. If the Good Shepherd has taken a lamb 
from your fold, you are sure that it cannot be lost. 
You are sure that your highest hopes for your child 
have been fulfilled. You never did ask and you 
cannot ask for anything better than it has attained. 
If you had the wealth of the world, you could not 
suiTound it with so much beauty, you could not provide 
it with such abundant and excellent means of comfort 
and delight, as it now enjoys. If you had the power 
of the world, you could not protect it so securely fi*om 
all harm, from every evil influence, from all spiritual 
and natural danger. If you had the wisdom of the 
world at your command, you could not direct the 
unfolding of its spiritual faculties so perfectly. You 
could not give it so large, so full, so liberal, so com- 
plete a culture as it will now attain. You cannot 
conceive, much less provide, such large, varied, and 
complete means of development and culture for every 
faculty of intellect and affection, as the dear child 
whom the Lord took from your fold and placed within 
His own has come into full and permanent posses- 
sion of. 

If this is true of those children whose parents have 
ample means for their wants and education, and who 
would grow up in a sphere of intelligence and purity 
in the circle of home and school, what shall we say of 
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those who would be kept in ignorance; who would be 
subjected to the contagion of evil influences; whose 
evil propensities'* would be stimulated to activity by 
evil example? The little one, innocent of wrong 
against the Lord or man, is taken from the midst of 
influences which could not fail to corrupt its moral 
nature, and placed in the best conditions for its spiri- 
tual health and happiness. How the infinite mercy 
and wisdom of the Lord shines out in clear light from 
what has been regarded as a most mysterious dispen- 
sation of His providence or permission ! 

When little children pass into the other life, they 
are infants and children still. They gain nothing by 
the mere transition. The little infant which goes 
from its mother's arms to the arms of the angels is 
the same little child when it reaches them that it 
was when it left hers. It is just as weak and igno- 
rant, and needs the same care. If you should see 
it after it is raised up out of the material body, you 
would know that it was your child, for it has the same 
features, the same character ; it preserves its indivi- 
duality. It has left nothing behind that properly 
belonged to it It loses nothing ! 

Many of you have seen what we call the death of 
children. It is one of the most touching scenes in 
human experience. Did you ever feel so helpless as 
when you saw the dear child of your affections going 
from you, slipping as it were from your hold ? Bond 
after bond is severed. The little hand fails to return 
the pressure of your own; the lips no longer answer to 
the mother's voice. You hold them only, as it were, 
by the eye, and the light begins to fade and. soon is 
gone from that. The last natural link which bound 
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them to you is broken, and they have gone — fallen 
into the dark unknowa That is the too vivid and 
terrible appearance from this life. 

If you could see the other side of the event, how 
different it would appear! You would see nothing of 
death. Two companies gather around the little one, 
invisible to each other. How different their feelings 
and the offices they perform I We are trying to hold 
it in this world, and every step of its removal is like 
breaking one of our heart-strings. We minister to it 
as long as we can reach it through the material 
body. 

The other company stand with gentle hands and 
warm hearts to lift it out of the grave of the body, and 
to welcome it to their own home. They see nothing 
but life. New affections are awakened in their hearts, 
new joys fill their souls, as they see new opportunities 
for the exercise of them, a new being to love and care 
for. Their thoughts and affections must be somewhat 
of the same nature, only fuller, closer, and more ardent, 
as those with which the parent's heart greets the new- 
born child. 

If both sides of the event could be seen by both 
companies at the same time, what a change it would 
make in the thoughts and feelings of both ! The 
angels could not but look with compassion upon the 
sorrowing parents. And what comfort they could 
give them I Oh sorrowing mother, they would say, 
grieve not so blindly and wildly. The dear child of 
your heart is not lost, but saved. It is not dead, but 
more than ever alive. The good and wise and all- 
merciful Lord, who loves us with infinitely more depth 
and tenderness than we can love each other, permits 



6 OUR CHILDREN INvTHE OTHER LIFE. 

this transfer of your child from your home below to 
our home above, for your good, for our good, and for 
the good of the child. We will love it with an affec- 
tion as deep and pure as your own; we will supply its 
every want We will keep the precious trust for you 
and restore it to you when you are ready to receive it. 
We will more than fulfil your fondest hopes and 
largest expectations. 

As you saw the beauty and glory of heavenly wisdom 
shining in their faces, and the gentleness and purity 
of heavenly love embodied in all their actions, you 
could not fail to be comforted with the assurance that 
your child would want no good which love and wisdom 
could supply. As you saw it rising out of the material 
body, leaving disease and pain behind; as you saw life 
glowing in the face of your child, and its whole form 
springing into new activity; as you saw it welcomed by, 
and welcoming, the angel friends, you could not say. 
My child is dead. You might feel sad that one so 
dear to you was removed from your care and natural 
sight But your sadness would be tempered with a 
calm and sweet sense of its happiness. You would see 
that this change is not death; it is transition; it is the 
springing up of the real child from the earth; it is the 
transplanting of an immortal life from the garden 
below to the paradise above. And if you saw this 
event in any degree of correctness, you would say, 
The Lord has more than fulfilled my hope. " The 
Lord gave; the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord." 

In this light one of the most terrible trials of life is 
seen to be fiiU of the loving-kindness and tender mercy 
of the Lord. The soul is comforted, sustained, and 
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the healing balm of heavenly consolation is poured 
into the bleeding heart. 

But this source of comfort and hope will be seen to 
be much larger and more satisfactory as we follow the 
little children who have passed into the other life to 
their new homes. 

As I said before, all children enter the other world 
with the same forms, the same natures, and the same 
attainments, with which they leave this. They need 
instruction and parental care in that world as much 
as they would have done if they had remained here. 
And the Lord does not leave them orphans. He 
provides a home and instruction for every one. 

The spiritual world has so long been regarded as 
an abstraction, and spiritual beings as formless 
essences, and consequently without organization, order, 
or relation to each other, that it is difficult for men to 
believe that it is a more substantial world than this, 
and that all its forms are' more sharply defined and 
distinct from each other, and that all the relations of 
those who dwell there are more specific than they can 
be in this world. But such is the fait. Heaven is a 
sphere of growing activities, directed to particular 
ends. We shall need each other's help more in heaven 
than we do here, and we can do more for each other. 
Our happiness will consist in giving and receiving. 
Heavenly love and wisdom will flow out into heavenly 
deeds of a precise and specific form. It is the nature 
of a heavenly life, that each one desires and is in con- 
stant effort to communicate his own love and wisdom 
to others. The more largely he can do it the happier 
he is. 

We can all see what a large and varied field for the 
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exercise of heavenly affections is opened to the angels 
in the instruction and care of the little children who 
are constantly passing into the spiritual world. Ac- 
cordingly our doctrines teach us that "as soon as 
infants are raised from the dead, they are carried up 
into Heaven, and delivered to the care of angels of 
the female sex, who in the life of the body loved 
infants tenderly, and at the same time loved God. 
Since these angels, when in the world, loved all infants 
from a sort of maternal tenderness, they receive them 
as their own; and the infants also, from an affection 
implanted in them, love them as their own mothers." 

Thus we see that the tender infants who are taken 
from the cradle and the mother's arms are not left to 
perish. They are not crowded into a great orphan 
asylum and committed to the care of strangers. They 
go from an earthly to a heavenly home. In most 
cases they go from a motherly love of a merely natural 
degree, from a merely animal affection, to a motherly 
love of a heavenly degree. It is a motherly love 
purified from all selfish and worldly affections. It is 
a mother's tenderness imbued with a heavenly ten 
demess. It is a mother's devotion intensified and 
exalted by heavenly devotion. It is as much more 
watchful, patient, and self-sacrificing than any natural 
affection, as heavenly love is purer, deeper, and holier 
than any earthly affection. But it is not only ardent, 
gentle, and pure ; it is what a mother's love often is 
not — it is wise. Wisdom and love go hand and hand 
in Heaven. The motherly affection of the angels is not 
weak and foolish. It will not yield to importunity. 
It is firm as well as gentle. It can guide and restrain 
as well as lavish tenderness and minister to wants. 
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Each motherly angel receives as many infants into 
her home as she desires, and no more. Thus infancy, 
which is one of the most powerful instruments in the 
development of our affections, and our spiritual culture, 
in this world, is not wanting to any home in Heaven 
whose inmates desire it 

. Nor are these tender germs of life, just transplanted 
from the earth, distributed by lot, or assigned in an 
arbitrary way to any who will take them. They are, 
as it were, drawn to their homes by a spiritual attrac- 
tion. As there is an inborn and natural relation 
between mother and child which draws them together, 
and adapts them to each other, so there is a spiritual 
relation between the children and the motherly angels 
into whose home they are introduced. The love of 
the angelic mother is not merely an indiscriminating 
and general benevolence; it is specific. There is a 
cause in her own nature and in the nature of every 
child which comes to her home, which determines why 
that one should be selected rather than another. If a 
hundred infants were placed in one room, and you 
desired to obtain one or more of them, to take to your 
own home and adopt as your own, you would see 
something in one which would attract you, and some- 
thing in another which would repel you. ' You would 
see something to determine your choice, and all would 
not choose alike. 

This power of perceiving the specific qualities of 
character is vastly increased in the other life, and this 
faculty enables the angels to select those children 
whose natures are most congenial, or whose peculiar 
qualities of character they are the best qualified to 
unfold and wisely direct. Thus there will be a more 
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intimate, natural, and tender relation between the 
angels and the little ones committed to their care, 
than exists between parents and children in this world. 

This care and education of children is not a weari- 
some task assumed by the angels from a sense of duty. 
It is not attended with care and anxiety and watching 
and exhausting labour, for there is nothing of that in 
Heaven. It is a labour of love. It is a means of 
giving free play to heavenly affections. It is the 
unfolding of parental affection purified from all its 
dross and imperfections, and elevated to a spiritual 
plane of life. The natural affection is intensified and 
exalted. It is not prim, cold, and bloodless. It is 
playful, joyous, spontaneous. It bubbles up and runs 
over in forms ever-var)dng and perfect 

These angels are not abstract and bloodless 
beings, created by a fiat of Omnipotence, without 
human form or human affection. They are your 
mothers and grandmothers, who, with renewed youth 
and exalted affections, are performing a service for 
your children, which it would have given them the 
greatest pleasure to perform if they had remained in 
this world. They minister to their wants. They 
watch their unfolding faculties with the most joyous 
delight They enter into all their innocent and playful 
affections with genuine sympathy, and grow young by 
the new life they receive from the Lord through them. 
They come in contact with new life, and are sharers 
of its blessings. It is a genuine fountain of youth to 
them. 

These little new-comers from the earth are also 
received into homes. It is impossible to conceive of 
a home without some definite and distinct habitation 
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that has a permanent relation to our thoughts and 
affections; that can become rich with associations; 
that has an individuality, and a sort of personal rela- , 
tion to our real natures. 

This idea of distinct and personal relation is one of 
the prominent doctrines of the New Church concern- 
ing the spiritual world. Instead of being merged in 
vague and indistinct generalities, everything becomes 
more clearly defined and individualized. All lines 
are more sharply drawn. Everything is more distinct 
to the senses. Unity is not gained by destroying 
distinctions and merging the individual in the mass. 
This principle applies both to persons and dwellings. 

To float about on a cloud in the regions of space 
would not be home-like. To join an innumerable 
multitude in everlasting song would not be home. 
The very idea of home is opposed to multitudes, to 
publicity. Home is shelter; it is privacy; it is room 
for the free play of the most interior personal thoughts 
and affections. 

Littie children are received into homes, where they 
are loved and cherished with the most tender affection. 
And such homes ! There are no such homes on 
earth. None so quiet, so orderly, so joyous, so. full of 
beauty, so warm and sunny and bright, with light from 
without and light from within. They are perfectly 
furnished with every means . for comfort, culture, and 
delight. They are free from all the contagion of evil 
example. The infant nature unfolds in them like 
flowers in a rich soil, and in the wai;m breath of spring. 
The freest play is given to every heavenly affection. 
There is the greatest freedom with the most perfect 
order. They live in an atmosphere of love, and are 
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directed by a wisdom perfectly adapted to their 
states. 

In such homes are our children who have passed 
into the other life. Free from all disease and pain, 
from all causes of discomfort and harm, with room 
for the freest play of all their innocent and child-like 
affections, happy in the enjoyment of to-day, they will 
be led on to the attainment of higher good by a 
process of continued delight. 

It is well with our children whom the Good Shep- 
herd has taken to His own fold in Heaven. They 
are safe beyond all danger, they are happy beyond all 
contingencies. They are the rich treasures of the 
heart, laid up in Heaven, where no moth of earthly 
lust, no rust of falsity, can corrupt, and no thief of 
passion or deceit can break through and steal their 
innocence and joy. They will continually grow more 
ftiUy into eternal youth, beauty, and blessedness. 



CHAPTER 11. 

THE NECESSITY FOR THEIR EDUCATION, AND THE 
FAVOURABLE CONDITIONS FOR GAINING IT. 

ONE of the first questions put by those who hear 
what the friends of the New Church believe 
concerning the spiritual world and the nature of human 
life there, is, How do you know these things? They 
are interesting and beautiful, that no one can deny. 
They are what every one who has children in the 
other world desires to believe. They comfort those 
who mourn ; they assuage the sorrows of the bereaved 
heart; they satisfy, to some extent at least, the de- 
mands of parental love. But how do you know that 
they are true ? How did you learn these things which 
have been so long hidden from humanity? What 
evidence can you give to confirm them ? 

These are proper questions, and New Churchmen 
take great delight in answering them, though they are 
not always able to do it to the satisfaction of those 
who ask them, because they cannot be fully and ration- 
ally answered in a few words. No great vital question 
of natural science, even much less the principles which 
lie at the foundation of our existence as spiritual 
beings, can be answered in a few words. We say, for 
example, that we get these things from Swedenborg. 
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But that does not satisfy. The question immediately 
rises, How did he learn them? We answer that his 
spiritual sight was opened, and that as to his spirit he 
was admitted into the spiritual world, and actually saw 
and heard the things which he relates. Then we are 
met with the customary epithets which are supposed 
to set aside his testimony — mystic, dreamer, insane. 
His claims are regarded by the great majority of man- 
kind as unworthy of credence. It is impossible in the 
nature of things, men say, that he could see and hear 
such things. If we reply that there are many instances 
recorded in the Bible of the opening of man's spiritual 
sight; that the whole Book of the Revelation is a re- 
cord of what John saw, while, as to his material body, 
he was in the Isle of Patmos, and, as to his spirit, 
in the spiritual world; if we say, further, that there 
are well authenticated instances of the opening of 
man's spiritual sight, in all ages and among all people, 
the question comes as quick as the report of a gun 
after the flash. Why was Swedenborg rather than some 
one else prepared and commissioned to do this work? 
and the question is put with a tone of voice which 
shows more clearly than the words, how absurd they 
think the claim is. We answer, Swedenborg was 
selected for the office of making known to man the 
nature of the spiritual world and of man as a spiritual 
being, because he was one of the greatest and wisest 
and best men who ever lived in the world. The his- 
tory of mankind gives us no example of a more 
unselfish and devoted lover of the truth than he was. 

But we do not ask men to accept what he says 
merely on his assertion and authority. While we 
gratefully acknowledge that we could never by our own 
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power have discovered what he has revealed to us, yet 
when his disclosures were once made known, we hold 
that all he has taught us is a proper subject for the 
exercise of reason. We hold that it ought to be sub- 
jected to the test of reason and revelation. We ask 
every one to give them this test We are delighted 
when we can find a man or woman who will do it, for 
we are quite sure that whoever will do it in a candid 
spirit, with a sincere desire to know what is true, will 
find them in fiiU accord with reason and revelation; 
and that they will stand any test they can apply to 
them, and satisfy all the real wants of the head and the 
heart. ' 

We are remanded, therefore, to the intrinsic pro- 
bability of Swedenborg*s disclosures. Let them be 
judged by their merits; by their coherence with each 
other; by their accordance with the Divine nature 
and purpose, and with man's nature. 

For example, let us take the subject of the present 
discourse, The necessity for the education of infants 
and children in the other life; we can test what 
Swedenborg says about it by the nature of the human 
mind itself, and the purpose of the Lord in the creation 
of man. This is the point of view in which I wish to 
place you, and firom which I wish to view the whole 
subject- I wish not only to tell you what our doctrines 
teach us about the condition of children in the other 
life, and how they are educated, and their whole 
natures developed into angelic strength and beauty, 
but I wish to show that this is done according to the 
laws of the human mind, and the conditions in which 
the children are placed. 

The human mind,, composed of will and under 
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Standing, or of the affections and intellect, is man's 
spiritual nature. It comprises all that belongs to a 
human being, except the material body, Mind and 
body are the whole of man. At death the body 
remains in this world, the mind or spirit goes into the 
spiritual world. Its nature is not changed by this tran- 
sition. It remains the same as it was while in the body. 
Its wants are the same; its powers are the same; its 
qualities are the same. It has gained no knowledge; 
it has obtained no new affections. It has simply been 
raised out of the material body and brought con- 
sciously into the spiritual world. Keeping these facts 
in mind, every one can decide whether what I have to 
say is intrinsically probable or not; whether it is con- 
trary to Scripture or not 

First, let us see what reason we have to believe that 
there is any necessity for instruction. So far as we 
know anything about the human mind, all its know- 
ledge is acquired. It is not innate. The new-bom 
infant has no knowledge. It does not possess the 
instinct of animals. It is the most ignorant and help- 
less of created things. It has everything to learn. H 
it leaves the material body and is bom into the spiri- 
tual world as sool as it is bom into this, it is as 
ignorant and helpless, and needs care and instmo- 
tion as much as it would have needed them if it had 
remained in this world. At whatever age a little 
child passes into the other world, it is there as it was 
here. 

But while an infant has no actual knowledge, it 
has the germs of all knowledge; while it has no 
power of loving actually developed and in exercise, 
it has the capacity for a seraph's affection. A mere 
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possibility itself, it has a nature which can be developed 
beyond any assignable limit. The infant just bom 
has the capacity of passing beyond the present attain- 
ments of the highest angel. But this attainment is to 
be made by the exercise of its faculties. It must 
learn ; its affections must be called into various play 
and unfolded by use. 

These faculties, or what we may call the nature of 
the infant, are tainted with hereditary evil. Every 
child derives its peculiar nature, or specific character, 
or tendencies, from its parents. The mind of a child 
is not like a sheet of white paper, or the prepared 
surface of tlie photographic plate, passively receiving 
and retaining every form impressed upon it It is 
organic; it is alive. It is like the germ in the seed, 
or the invisible principle in an egg, which determines 
the form and colour and nature of the whole plant, or 
animal which springs from it. These germs derive 
their quality from the parent "Like begets like." 
The moral as well as the physical nature is hereditary. 
Moral as well as physical disease is handed down from 
generation to generation. The natural spontaneous 
impulses of children are selfish, and no child who was 
left to the unrestrained indulgelice of its natural 
appetites and passions would grow up to be a good 
man or woman. 

This hereditary evil nature is not sin, it is only a 
tendency to it The child is no more to blame for it 
than it is for having a narrow chest, or a dark com- 
plexion. It is no more to blame for it than the negro 
child is for being black. Sin is the voluntary violation 
of a known moral law. An evil nature is a tendency 
to sin. 

B 
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' Every child tak€s with it all its hereditary nature; 
all its tendencies to evil. This must be so, because it 
is the child itself which goes into the other world. It 
leaves only the material body in this world, which is 
only a better-fitting garment, woven of material sub- 
stances, and fashioned in the form of the spiritual 
body. The subject of education and the necessity for 
education are the same that they would have been if 
the child had remained in this world. The conditions 
and means of education only are changed. The child 
is placed in far better conditions than it would be 
possible to find in this world. These conditions are 
worthy of a passing notice. 

The child is freed from the incumbrance and restraint 
of the material body. The material body in itself is 
dead. It has no life which the spirit does not give it. 
It grows slowly; it is feeble and will never bear much 
strain. It is easily deranged; it is heavy and dull. 
It is like a veil to the senses — a glove to the hand. 
In this life we can only approach the child through 
the obtuse and perverting medium of the body, and 
the child can only apprehend what comes to it through 
this medium, and as it comes. How long it takes to 
get any recognition trom the infant; before it can even 
answer the mother's smile ! How much longer before 
it can understand her words. It requires months and 
sometimes years before it can walk and articulate 
words. How many efforts it must make before it can 
stand, or even sit alone ! How long it must coo and 
mumble before it can speak a word distinctly ! How 
many falls it will catch before it can walk. I doubt 
whether we ever do anything in after life so difficult, 
and so apparently impossible, as walking and speaking. 
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But when the infant passes into' the other life, it 
escapes from all the hindrances and limitations of the 
material body. It is an infantile form. It has the 
same spiritual body it had before its material body 
died. Its death was only its resurrection from the 
material body. The material body is cast upon the 
spiritual body. Death is withdrawal from the cast 
The living mould remains the same. 

Freed from this incumbrance, the spiritual body, 
which is the child itself, develops much more rapidly 
than it could when imprisoned in the flesh. The little 
infant from its mother's arms begins to walk immedi- 
ately, and to express its affections by sounds. It grows 
up much more rapidly, also, because it does not wait 
for the slow motions of the material body. It has no 
dead weight to carry about Its body is organized of 
spiritual substances, and moves spontaneously at every 
eflfort of the will. 

The idea that the soul grows seems very absurd to 
those who have been accustomed to look upon it as a 
formless essence, or a vital force, and it is absurd from 
that point of view. How can that which has no form 
grow? It is a contradiction in terms. But the point 
of view is false. The spirit is in the human form. 
The spirit gives form to the material body. The body 
grows as the spirit grows. We know this from abun- 
dant experience. When a little child leaves its material 
body, the body does not grow any more, but soon turns 
to dust. There is no power in the elements of matter, 
in carbon, nitrogen, and phosphorus, to organize them- 
selves into a living body. There is no more power in 
the food we eat to make brain and muscle, nerve and 
bone, than there is in the clay to mould itself into 
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bricks, and in the bricks to aiVange themselves into a 
house. The spirit forms the body. The body grows 
because the spirit grows. If it is the spirit which 
weaves the body around it as a garment, why should it 
cease to grow when it is freed from the body? If the 
body does not cause its growth, why should it prevent 
it? Why should it not grow more rapidly until it 
attains its adult and normal form? 

If infants always remained infants in the other life, 
there would be just ground for the too common idea 
that the death of an infant is a loss to humanity; a 
promise unfulfilled; a hope blasted. Delightful as 
infancy is, and fruitful in innocent joys, every parent 
would regard it as a terrible calamity if the child, bom 
to-day, was to remain for ever a feeble infant It is 
not infancy in itself which has so many charms. It is 
the sense of progress; the surprises which continually 
greet the parental heart, caused by newly-awakened 
powers. The half-opened bud is more beautiful than 
the full blossom, but it would not be if it was to remain 
half-opened. 

It would be impossible to reconcile the death of 
infants with the Lord's goodness and wisdom, if the 
death of the bud was the cessation of all progress; if 
they were to remain infants for ever. Reason and ob- 
servation, and the nature of the human mind, and the 
goodness of the Lord, all unite in declaring that the 
growth of the spiritual form is not arrested by its sepa- 
ration from the material body. On the contrary, it 
is brought into better conditions in every respect for 
more rapid and perfect development Your little son 
or daughter who passed from the sanctuary of youi 
home to the purer and more beautiful homes of the 
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angels, lost nothing of \he means and capacities for 
growing up into the full stature of angelic manhood or 
womanhood; on the contrary, gained immensely in 
every faculty and power of growth and attainment 

What a comfort this would be to you if you would 
let it have its due weight. How many of us have 
children in the other world and in this world ! If we 
should compare their conditions in the one particular 
which determines in which world they live, whether 
they are in the material body or out of it, how much 
we should find in favour of those whose bodies we have 
put tenderly away into the earth. They are free from 
all physical restraints. They are as free, to move as 
the mind itself. They can be where their thought and 
affection carry them. Those who remain here are 
imprisoned in the flesh. They must carry the dead 
weight of their bodies with them wherever they go; 
and they are often kept from companionships and 
delights by those physical impediments. How often 
they would go and come, if they were not hindered by 
the body. How much weariness they would escape. 
How many delights they would share, if by merely 
thinking and willing they could change their places. 

Our children in heaven have escaped all the pain of 
disease and all the weariness of labour in escaping 
from the material body. How great a gain that is ! 
If some angel should announce to you when your child 
is bom. This child shall never be sick; shall never 
suffer a moment's pain, would you not consider it one 
of the greatest blessings that could be conferred upon 
it? How much our children suffer, and how much we 
suffer with them ! I do not know a more painful situa- 
tion than to see a dear child writhing with pain, and 
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to feel utterly powerless to relieve it, and how often 
we are called upon to sustain this trial ! How many 
diseases they are exposed to ! There is no day with- 
out some danger from exposure; from their own im- 
prudence. How much they suffer from hunger and 
from cold I How few children there are in the world 
who have a really happy childhood ! 

But those who have gone into the other life never 
fail to have it Not one. Those who go from the 
poorest and foulest homes, as well as those who go 
from the best, gain entire freedom from all physical 
infirmity. 

When the merciful and loving angel of the Lord 
came for our children, then he took them from all 
weariness, all hunger, all the torments of cold and 
heat, all the weakness of pain and disease. He gave 
us more than we could ever ask or hope for while they 
remained in this world. If we could see those who 
have gone and those who remain, side by side, we 
could not ask the Lord to let them come back, we 
could not grieve over their removal from earth. As 
we saw them rosy with perfect health, strong, vigorous, 
elastic; all manly and noble qualities crowning the 
heads of our sons, and the dignity of wisdom embodied 
in their forms, and flowing forth in every graceful move- 
ment; as we saw the loveliness and purity of heaven 
blossoming like half-open roses in the faces of our 
daughters, and the grace of the angels swaying every 
motion, the beauty of the angels embodied in their forms, 
and their whole natures imbued with the modesty, the 
gentleness, and sweetness of the angels, we could not 
but confess that the Lord had done better for those 
whom He had taken into .His own fold than we can do 
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for those who still remain with us. How could we fail 
to be thankful that the Lord had made us instruments 
in giving existence to beings who are the subjects of 
so much happiness, a happiness which will continue 
to increase in variety, intensity, and fulness of joy 
to eternity. 

But they are not only freed from all physical re- 
straints and imperfections, from weariness and pain, 
and sickness of every f6rm. They are also removed 
from the temptations to evil which assail them on 
every side in this world. This is the reason why they 
will never sin, though their hereditary nature is evil. 
In the other life they are carefully removed from every 
influence which would have any power to call it into 
activity, and they are surrounded with attractions 
whose whole influence tends to develop their good 
affections. This repression of the evil tendencies of 
their hereditary natures is not effected by restraint 
and coercion. The angels to whose care they are 
committed do not shut them up, and by so doing 
hope to exclude temptation. Their minds are so pre- 
occupied and filled with heavenly delights, that they . 
have no time for an)rthing else. The wheat gets such 
a start in the ground of their affections, that the tares 
have no chance to grow, while in this life it is too often 
the reverse. The hereditary nature is like the germ 
of a plant which remains dormant 

They become regenerate there as we do here. The 
necessity is the same and the process is the same. 
There is no possibility of entering heaven and living 
in it in the full consciousness and enjoyment of its 
blessedness until we are bom from above, until we 
have a heavenly nature. We must receive the king- 
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dom of heaven before we can enter into it, as we 
must receive eyes before we can enter into the king- 
dom of light 

But while the necessity for regeneration still remains, 
and the means by which it is eflfected are the same 
with our children in the other life that it is with those 
who remain here, it is much more easily effected with 
them, because there are not so many difficulties in 
their way. They are not exposed to temptation, and 
they form no evil habits. They have no sins to re- 
pent of, they have no evils to subdue and put away. 
There is no difficulty in itself in leading a heavenly 
life. The whole difficulty consists in laying down the 
evil one. The love of self and the world grows 
strong and hardens into habit in this life before we 
begin a heavenly life. We have much to unlearn and 
undo. Our spiritual natures are like the land of 
Canaan before the Israelites entered it. They are 
preoccupied with powerful enemies, who have en- 
trenched themselves in strongholds, who are brave 
and cunning and skilful in the use of every weapon of 
oflfence and defence. We have to conquer them and 
drive them out What a long and weary and painful 
contest it is ! How often we are defeated and taken 
captive I What slow progress we make ! How often 
we despair 1 

Our little ones who have passed into the other world 
are saved from all this labour and conflict, this weari- 
ness and despair. They have no such hindrances. 
They are exposed to no temptations; they have'formed 
no evil habits ; they have imbibed no false principles 
they have cherished no evil affections. There are no 
enemies to oppose them. How blessed is their con- 
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dition! Free from sin and error; with ardent and 
innocent and tender natures, open to every heavenly 
influence, with what delight they will receive every 
heavenly truth 1 How their hearts will glow with 
love to the Lord and to each other 1 How rapidly 
their natures will unfold 1 * 

Thus we find the necessity for learning truth and 
for regeneration the same in the other life as in this. 
The nature and laws of the mind are the same. The 
nature of the child is not changed. It is an infant still. 
It is in the form and stature of a child. It will never 
know anything which it does not learn. It will never 
taste the blessedness of an affection which it does not 
exercise. But its condition is vastly improved. It has 
escaped all the hindrances and obscurities which are 
caused by the material body. It is removed from all 
temptation; it never becomes enslaved by any evil 
habits ; it has nothing to unlearn. It is a real being 
in a real world, surrounded by everything that is per- 
fectly adapted to call all its faculties into play ; and 
committed to the care of those who know how to 
touch every secret spring in its nature, it must rapidly 
develop into the strength, beauty, and loveliness of an 
angel. 



CHAPTER HI. 

THE METHODS OF EDUCATING THEM. 

THE Lord has endowed man, the crowning work 
of His hands, with the possibility of endless 
progression. There is no assignable limit beyond 
which he may not pass. The more he knows, the 
more he is capable of knowing. The more we put 
into the mind, the more capacious it becomes. Every 
new idea is a new vessel to receive, and a new power 
to give. Our affections and all our intellectual facul- 
ties gain strength and depth and capacity by exercise, 
and they will continue to do so for ever. 

The laws of mental and spiritual growth are not 
changed by passing out of the material body and com- 
ing consciously into the spiritual world. On the con- 
trary we are brought into better conditions for the 
exercise and development of every faculty which has 
been perverted by evil. We escape the trammels of 
time and space by escaping from the material body, 
and we come into a world where everything is speci- 
fically related to us. 

Life in the spiritual world is a continuation of this. 
The death of the material body is no more an inter- 
ruption to our life than sleep is. Wlien we rise in the 
spiritual world we begin where we left off here, just as 



THE METHODS OF EDUCATING THEM. 27 

we begin in the morning where we left oflf when we 
went to sleep at night 

The infant, therefore, has everything to learn, the 
same as if it had remained in this world. It has 
to be taught It must have teachers and schools, 
methods and implements, for nothing can be done in 
any world without the means of doing it The Lord 
uses means to accomplish His ends. The instruction 
is more perfect in the other life, because the mind is 
in a better state to receive, because the teachers are 
wiser, and the means better adapted to the end. But 
this we shall see as we enter more particularly into the 
subject 

Our first inquiry naturally is. What are our children 
taught? To answer the question in one sentence, I 
should say, to be useful; to love the Lord and the neigh- 
bour, and to carry their love into practical effect by 
doing all they can to promote the highest good of all. 
The angels teach our little ones who have passed to 
their care, what we ought to teach our children who 
remain with us — to be useful. We have to learn many 
things in this world by slow and painful processes, 
which they do not. But it is all for the same purpose. 
We learn to read that we may gain knowledge, and 
we gain knowledge that we may use it for the good of 
others. We learn trades, arts, and professions, as means 
to gain a living and perform a use in the world. Those 
who have passed into the other life are ' freed from 
what we may call the mechanical and material part of 
education. They have not to learn to read as our 
children do, by an outward and mechanical way, though 
they have books in the spiritual world and learn to 
read them. But no one has any knowledge which he 
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does not gain by the exercise of his mental faculties. 
The little child has no innate knowledge of the Lord 
or of his own nature — ^he must gain it 

It may strike some persons as a novel, if not an 
absurd idea, that we are to learn to be useful in the 
other life, because the idea is so prevalent that the 
rest of Heaven consists in doing nothing. But this is 
a total mistake. Happiness does not consist in idle- 
ness. If it did we should be happiest when we were 
asleep. A stone in the street, or a dead log in the 
fields, or a mummy well embalmed, would be perfect 
types of rest and happiness. Rest for the mind is not 
inaction. It is harmonious and orderly activity. 
Rest for the affections is not ceasing to love. It is 
loving proper objects, and having our love received 
and reciprocated. It is love embodied in act; love 
communicated by word and deed. Hope and fruition 
go hand in hand in Heaven. 

Instead of having less to do in the other life, we 
shall have more. The occupations will be more nu- 
merous, and they will continue to increase to eternity 
as our knowledge increases. Truth is infinite. The 
more we know, the more we shall see there is to be 
known. Gaining ideas does not exhaust knowledge. 
Discovering a new method of doing a particular work 
is not one step towards the limits of invention. Every 
new invention leads to many others. This will con- 
tinue to be so for ever in this world; and the principle 
will exist much more fully in the spiritual world. 

It is a law of Divine wisdom that we should enjoy 
life by living. By giving to others we receive more 
abundantly from the Lord. Heaven is a life of the 
most active use. It is the outflowing of heavenly 
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affections into every beautiful form ; into speech and 
act and deed. The more perfect the speech — the 
more lovely the deed, the more fully the love will be 
communicated and the more lively the joy. The 
activities of Heaven will be the perfection of hap- 
piness because they will not be forced, because they 
will be spontaneous — the play of the affections, and 
not the servile labour of compulsion. 

If we look at our own natures, we shall see that all 
delight flows from activity in some form, and the more 
ardent the affections the greater the activity. The 
idea, therefore, that every one is to be initiated into 
some use, is in accordance with all we know of man's 
nature. It is the Divine method of making human 
beings happy. 

One of the first things, therefore, that children are 
taught is that the Lord is their Father, and that every 
good thing comes from Him, and is His gift to them. 
They are, therefore, continually initiated into know- 
ledge concerning Him: their thoughts and affections 
are led to Him. At the same time they are taught 
that they must love their companions and teachers; 
and they are initiated into the exercise of the truths 
tliey are taught. Precept and practice go hand in 
hand. 

Herein is one of the great perfections of education 
in the other life. Children are taught the truth in 
doing it and by doing it. They learn as they live and 
by living. Knowledge of which they have no present 
use is not stored up with the idea that it may some- 
time become useful. Indeed there is no separation 
of truth and life as there is in this world. They see 
the practical use and force of every truth as it is 
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learned. They see the necessity for it. Education is 
something more than instruction. It is the calling 
forth of all the spiritual faculties into full, harmonious 
action. It is not cramming the memory with words 
which have no meaning to the child. It is not driv- 
ing them to repeat a given number of terms by fear. 
It is callirig their own affections and thoughts into play 
by processes of delight. It is sport rather than hard 
study. ' It is the wise direction and proper gratifica- 
tion of awakened curiosity, and not its suppression. 
Our children in Heaven are not shut up in close 
rooms, and compelled to sit hour after hour in dreary 
confinement, poring over repulsive tasks. Their 
schools are more like holiday excursions without their 
fatigue and exhaustion, in which new and interesting 
objects are continually appearing to call forth their 
affections and instruct their minds. 

A common, delightful and most effectual method 
of instruction is by representatives. In the spiritual 
world everything which surrounds the inhabitants 
represents their state of love and intelligence. Their 
outward world is a perfect picture and symbol of their 
characters. Their houses, their furniture, their cloth- 
ing, and the scenery around them, are a mirror in which 
the specific character of the inhabitants can be seen. 
The principle is the same we see in operation every- 
where in this world, only it is carried into full and 
specific effect there. Our dress and habitation; our 
employments and amusements; our furniture and 
books, and ornaments, indeed everything we touch, 
bears the impress of our characters. Every house has 
its peculiar expression. The carpet and the chairs 
and the bed and the closets and the table all speak. 
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And if we could fully control them, they would speak 
much louder and more truly than they do now. Sup- 
pose every woman had the means of clothing herself 
as she chose, and that she was compelled to choose 
for herself, would not her dress reveal her taste, her 
pride, or humility, her neatness or the want of it? 
. In the spiritual world every external thing is the 
exponent of some internal principle, and the inhabi- 
tants have a perception of their meaning. The ideas 
and aflfections assume corresponding forms and make 
the outward world of every one, and when occasion 
requires, they can create forms which represent the 
truth or affection they wish to teach. 

For example : Suppose an angel wished to give the 
children he or she was instructing an idea of the nature 
of innocence. Instead of giving the child a descrip- 
tion of innocence in words to commit to memory, or 
of explaining it in an abstract way, the teacher would 
create a living representation of innocence, and cause 
it to pass like a vast panorama before the children. 
It may be a beautiful landscape through which they 
wander for hours. This landscape is filled with every 
lovely thing which is the embodiment of innocence in 
its various forms and relations. The most delicate 
and lovely flowers spring up around theip wherever 
they go. Lambs, and every beautiful and harmless 
form of animal life, act out their natures in sportive 
gambols." Lovely birds fill the air with song. Groups 
of heavenly children, clothed in beautiful garments, 
singing heavenly songs, and engaging in innocent 
sports, are seen on the lawns and in the groves. 
Their very sports are an exhibition of innocence in 
some of its forms. Their garments illustrate it In- 
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nocence speaks in the tones of their voices. It is 
expressed in pantomime in their gestures. It shines 
in their faces and is set forth to the life in all the ob- 
jects which surround them. As the little pupils enter 
into this scene, innocent affections become awakened 
in their own hearts, they have a perception of the 
meaning of the whole scene and of each particular 
part of it They see it acted out to the life. They 
see innocence itself in form. After an hour or day of 
delight, they return to their homes with a perfect 
image of the nature and form of innocence indelibly 
impressed upon their minds. There is no labour in 
giving or receiving instruction in this way. The hea- 
venly teachers enter into the representation with as 
much delight as the heavenly pupils. The represen- 
tation is indeed the outbirth of their own affections. 
They get a clear and more accurate idea of the nature 
of innocence from this embodiment of it in outward 
forms; their hearts glow with a more heavenly ardour; 
they see more clearly the depth and richness of the 
Divine goodness, and their hearts open more fully to 
the Lord to receive it from Him. 

The children, also, are instructed that these forms 
which have so delighted them come from the Lord; 
that the whole representation came from Him, and 
was a partial and finite form of innocence in Him. 
Thus they are taught to connect everything with the 
Lord ; to look upon it as His gift, and a token of His 
love. 

'Sometimes a single object will appear which is the 
symbol of some thought and affection. It may be a 
flower, whose colour and fragrance fully express the 
idea. It may be a bird, whose form and plumage and 



THE METHODS OF EDUCATING THEM. 33 

song and graceful motions represent it. It may be an 
animal, or a garment, or some change in the appear- 
ance of the world around them. I think we can all 
see that this is the perfection of teaching. It is 
impossible to conceive of any more efficient method 
of communicating truth. If we wish to give a child 
an idea of a plant or landscape, how much more 
quickly and clearly it can be done by showing it to 
him, than it can by any verbal description. No words 
can convey to the mind such a clear and distinct idea 
of the terrible passions of man as a battle conveys. 

In these heavenly schools there is not only the per- 
fection of method and the command of every facility 
necessary to effect the desired end, but there are 
Other elements which add vastly to the superiority of 
their instruction and their rapid progress in know- 
ledge. 

The objects themselves are more beautiful and at- 
tractive than the things of this world. Spiritual sub- 
stances are so much more excellent than any material 
substances, that everything made of them excels every 
earthly quality and form. The flowers are not only 
brighter in colour and more beautiful in form than any 
earthly flowers, but they shine as from an inward light. 
They are as it were a creation from those who are 
present; the natural representation of principles which 
exist, within them. They change, therefore, with their 
changing' states. They change, as the expression of 
the face and the gestures of the body change as the 
thoughts and affections are exalted or depressed. 
They are, therefore, a constant revelation to us of our 
own states, and of the states of those around us. 
They have a personal relation to us, and speak to us 

c 
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more clearly and specifically than the outward world 
in this life can. 

They also teach us of higher things and of our 
more immediate relation to the Lord. We can, indeed, 
see the Lord's goodness reflected in nature, in this 
life. But the idea is vague and general, and comes 
by way of inference. If our food and clothing came 
to us every day without any special agency of our 
own, as gifts from the Lord, we should see the Lord's 
goodness in them. They would remind Us of Him, 
as a gift reminds us of the kindness of our friend. 
Now it is true that the material universe and every- 
thing in it is a perpetual creation from the Lord. It 
is new every morning, and fresh every evening. It 
does not, however, seem so to us. But in the spiri- 
tual world everything is specifically related to us, and 
seems to be a special gift to us. It is, therefore, a 
perpetual reminder of the Lord; it brings us as it 
were into more direct relations to Him. 

Thus the child is led to look to the Lord. Every 
object reminds it of the Lord; connects its thought 
with Him and calls forth its affections to Him. , Thus 
it is constantly led into the practice of the first com- 
mandment, to love the Lord with all the heart, and 
its faculties unfold in true order. It regards every- 
thing from a central point of view, and sees it in its 
true light 

We see everything in this world as it were upside 
down. We look upon the web of creation on the 
wrong side. We mistake the appearance for the 
reality, the means for the end. We reverse the true 
order of life, and chase the shadows of the good and 
true, while we lose sight of the substance. Conse- 
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quently we are continually led astray, and must be 
constantly retracing our steps. Much of the labour 
of life is spent in unlearning, and setting ourselves 
right ; in correcting false views, and breaking up bad 
habits. 

The Lord seems to be so remote from us, that it is 
difficult to connect Him with the constant operations 
of nature; so many agencies interpose between us and 
Him, that it is difficult to recognize His goodness in 
our food and clothing, and our daily means of comfort 
and culture. It is so difficult that multitudes do not 
think of Him, and some do not believe in His exis- 
tence even, much less in His constant providential 
care. 

But it is not so with our children in Heaven. They 
are led as it were into the presence pf the Lord by 
everything they see and hear and enjoy. Their food 
and garments and beautiful habitations, and all the 
lovely objects around them, are gifts from the Lord 
and tokens of His love. They are the forms and 
messages of His love to them. Every new object is 
a new token of it Their affections are newly awakened 
by new and beautiful surprises. As they advance in 
knowledge they find new flowers in their gardens; new 
species of birds sing new songs; the sun shines 
brighter, the air is purer, the waterfall sparkles with 
new light; new and more beautiful garments appear 
in their wardrobes; new ornaments adorn their rooms. 
And all these things are the gift of the Lord. Seeing 
this, their hearts open more largely to Him. Their 
natures expand, their power to perceive grows more 
acute, they come into clearer light, and are drawn 
nearer to the Lord Every new idea is imaged and 



36 OUR CHILDREN IN THE OTHER LIFE. 

reflected in new forms in everything around them. In 
this way their affections are elevated to the Lord and 
centred in Him. The chords of love which bind 
them to Him are continually strengthening. 

They are also taught and led into the constant prac- 
tice of loving each other. They are educated together. 
Those of a genius adapted to be useful to each other, 
and none others, are brought into one family, and 
associate with each other. 

Children do not like to be alone. They are social, 
and they have more influence upon each other than 
the most persistent formal instruction. One bad 
associate will do more to pervert an innocent nature 
than much patient instruction and many good ex- 
amples can correct 

How happy in this respect are our children in Hea- 
ven. In this world they corrupt each other. They 
cannot go into the streets without hearing some pro- 
fane word, or seeing some evil deed. They teach 
what is false and evil to each other at home. The 
parents develop evil passions within them, and by 
precept and example lead them away from the Lord 
rather than to Him. The moral atmosphere in the 
best of homes, in the school and street, in city and 
country, is tainted; and it is impossible to escape from 
its influence. 

But our children in heaven are free from all these 
influences. They help each other to love what is good 
and true. Each one is alive with love from the Lord, 
and exercises it towards all his companions. Every 
one in the little circle of home stands between all the 
others and the Lord, and communicates that love to 
them in a form peculiar to himseUl Each one is like 
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a choice flower in a bouquet, which gives a new 
colour, a new perfume, and a new beauty to the 
whole. 

We must not think of these angelic children as all 
cut after one pattern, as an assemblage of negatives 
and insipid proprieties. Heaven is not a perpetual 
Sabbath in the Puritan sense. It is a state of glowing 
and ever-varying activity. The innocent affections of 
the children are called into constant play. Education 
is not repression. It is what it truly signifies, the 
drawing forth of all the intellectual faculties into har- 
monious and joyous play. The most of the com- 
mandments in this world are negative. They begin 
with "Thou shalt not." In the other life they become 
affirmative. They are laws of life leading to good. 
There are no negatives in the heavenly language. 
There are no such words as " must not," and " do not.** 
Education is direction, not restraint. The faculties 
of the spirit unfold from within, like a blossom. The 
affections are primary, and lead and give form to the 
thoughts. The thoughts are forms of the affections. 
There is no separation between the will and the un- 
derstanding. Every truth springs from the heart, and 
is learned by heart, in the true sense of the term. 
Thus education is life itself, a lovely, harmonious, 
beautiful, happy life. 

It may be difficult for us to conceive what one child 
can do fdr another, when each one has all its natural 
wants supplied. But we must remember that every 
one not only preserves his individuality in the other 
world, but becomes more distinctly himself. Heaven 
is not sameness, but constant variety. Nor is it com- 
posed of opposites, but of homogeneous natures. 
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This harmony of varieties gives endless scope to the 
exercise of affection and thought Each one receives 
the Divine life in a different form from another. 
There is something novel to all in every one; there 
are perpetual and interesting surprises. As every one 
in Heaven loves all others better than himself, he is 
more interested in what another says and does than 
in his own thoughts and affections. This, as every 
one can see, would open an exhaustless field for com- 
munion. When two children came together, each 
would be interested in the other's form of thought 
He would find the other a complement of his own. 
Thus the greater number of persons he was brought 
into contact with, the more complete would be his own 
life ; the more he would find to give and to receive. 

Thus by heavenly methods they learn truth for 
heavenly uses, and they use it as they learn it. 
Knowledge is simply the means of attaining their ends 
for the time. Every step is a clear and distinct attain- 
ment It is an advance of the whole nature. The 
head does not outstrip the heart, nor the heart the 
head. All the faculties unfold in true order, and keep 
equal pace. There is a roundness and fulness and 
completeness of culture in every stage of progress. 
Every day is bright with joys, because knowledge is 
simply the way to attain them. The knowledge of 
every day is equal to their wants. So there is satis- 
faction and contentment in what they learn and do, 
and a constant enjoyment and peace. They live in 
the present Their whole being is so absorbed in 
what they learn and do and enjoy, that they have np 
care for the morrow, no regret for the past Their 
whole life is an eternal now, and an eternal joy. 
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I have heretofore" spoken more of the general 
principles which control and regulate the lives of 
children when they enter the other world. I think 
it will interest you, and give you a clearer idea of their 
life, to carry these general principles out to their legi- 
timate consequences; to mention some of the par- 
ticular things which they do, and the particular in- 
fluences which must be continually operating with a 
silent but ever-active power, to develop their affections 
and strengthen their minds. 

They are committed to the care of those who 
understand their natures, and know how to teach and 
guide them. Such is the perfection of purely spiritual 
conditions, that those who are best adapted to each 
other, and can be of the most use to each other, are 
brought together. Thus every child is committed to 
the care of those who, of all the innumerable hosts of 
heaven, are the best fitted to its peculiar nature. The 
Lord provides for them the best educators in the 
universe. The children are committed to the care of 
those who understand their peculiar genius, and know 
how to touch the secret springs of their natures and 
call forth their affections in due order and form. They 
know how to enter into their motives and life, and to 
adapt means to their particular wants. 

We know how impossible it is always to find such 
teachers in this world. Parents themselves do not 
know how to manage their children. How few of us 
fully understand our children. How few have the 
wisdom to choose the best methods of government 
and instruction, or to apply them when selected. We 
have J30t the skill ; we have not the patience ; we are 
wanting in that spiritual love, which looks only to the 
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Spiritual good of the child. We constantly make 
mistakes, sometimes from weakness and importunity, 
granting indulgence when we should withhold it, and 
at others acting with too much severity from anger. 
How often do we see our children taking the first steps 
in an evil course, and feel that we are powerless to 
prevent it. How often from ignorance or folly or 
selfishness, do we help them on in the development of 
the loves of self and the world. 

Our children are gathered in such great numbers in 
schools that there is no possibility of knowing their 
individuality of character and peculiar mental genius. 
The same instruction, the same methods, the same 
motives are applied to the bold and timid; to the 
quick and slow of apprehension; the active and the 
indolent The consequence is that all must suffer 
more or less. 

The teachers will also have their likes and disHkes. 
It cannot be otherwise. The children, too, will have 
theirs. They grow out of their natures. Neither are 
, to blame for it. If, to this want of knowledge and 
skill and natural adaptation, we add the evil influences 
to which they are exposed, we can form some faint 
idea of the difference of condition between our chil- 
dren in Heaven and on earth. 

But let us look for a moment at one. The natures 
of the children are open and ingenuous. Their minds 
are transparent They have no concealments. They 
have such entire confidence in those to whose care 
they are committed that they lay bare their inmost 
souls to them; not from a sense of duty, but from a 
sweet ingenuousness and-innocence — from that perfect 
love which casts out fear. Their motives are as open 



THE METHODS OF EDUCATING THEM. 4 1 

as their faces. What freedom this absence of all fear 
and apprehension must give them. » What rest and 
peace will mingle with all their delights. They will 
love those who take care of them, and the love will be 
fully reciprocated. Thus the child and the angel-guide 
will be interiorly united, and happy in what is given 
and received. Life will be a flow of delight. Their 
natures will unfold as blossoms do in spring-time. 
They have perfect teachers. Think of it. Perfect in 
every quality of head and heart. 

Their homes are perfect in every quality and form ; 
what we may call their outward conditions, their 
surroundings, are perfectly adapted to their genius ai^d 
all the wants of their natures. They are all instru- 
mental in calling forth the affections and educating the 
intellect. The law is the same which is in universal 
operation in this world, but it is carried out to per- 
fection there. Every parent who loves his children 
desires to provide them with a comfortable home, and 
to surround them with objects whose silent but con- 
stant influence will tend to elevate and ennoble their 
characters. The desire and love of doing this comes 
from the Lord ; it is the result of His pro\'idential care 
for His children while in this world. He has made 
the whole world beautiful and attractive for this purpose. 
But matter is so hard and difficult to deal with, and 
men are so selfish and perverse, and so eager to lavish 
everything upon their own lusts, that it is impossible 
to provide beautiful homes for all, or to make beautiful 
homes contribute to the spiritual culture of all those 
who dwell in them. 

But in Heaven it is not so. There are no hindrances 
to carrying into perfect effect the desire of the Lord to 
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have all His children surrounded with everything which 
can in any way contribute to their comfort, culture, 
and delight. 

Such is the nature of spiritual substances, that the 
homes of every one in the spiritual world can be 
specifically and exactly adapted to all the wants of 
their natures — to their highest spiritual and intellectual, 
as well as to their lowest natural, wants. Food, cloth- 
ing, and habitation are giyen to every one in the other 
life by the Lord. There is, therefore, no want of 
means, or of wisdom, or power to make them perfect; 
that is, perfectly adapted to the nature, tastes, and 
wants of every one. 

These three necessities demand the greatest share of 
our care and labour in this world, and they constitute the 
most efficient means of moral and intellectual culture. 
Let us look at them for a moment, and see what they 
must be in the other life, and how effectively they must 
serve the ends of the Lord in communicating delight 

First, let us consider the subject of dress. We all 
know what a powerful influence dress has upon the 
minds of children, and adults too, in this world. What 
attainment in after life ever fills the heart of the child 
so brimful of delight as the first trousers, or the first 
pair of boots, or the first dress which marked a stage 
in the progress of the child towards girlhood or 
womanhood. No colours in after years are ever so 
bright, no pattern so beautiful. 

After supplying the wants of the body for protection 
and comfort, dress reaches the mind and clothes it 
with ideas, and stimulates its affections. How much 
it cultivates the taste, and in the selfish and worldly 
pature develops pride, ^nd fills the mind with vanities. 
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In the other world, the clothing its inhabitants wear 
means far more than it does here. It is the embodi- 
ment and expression of their ideas. The dress which 
each one wears has a personal fitness which it is 
impossible to attain in this life — ^a fitness of colour, of 
form, of texture and material. It fits the affections 
and thoughts and the taste and the whole mind as 
well as the body. Every child will be clothed in a 
dress which represents its innocence, and intelligence, 
and individuality of character. It will feel its fitness; 
it will perceive its beauty, and it will rejoice in it. 
Every ornament will have a meaning ; it will be an 
exponent of its thought and affection, and consequently 
it will be a constant source of delight. It will always 
be new and fresh, and a source of new pleasure. 
Recall the greatest delight you ever felt on the attain- 
ment of any new article of clothing, and you may 
gain some faint idea of the pleasure which our children 
in the other life constantly derive from their dress. 

But although their clothing is beautiful beyond the 
power of language to express, and is a source of con- 
stant delight, it does not minister to any evil passion. 
It does not beget pride or foster vanity. They see 
the fitness and admire the beauty, not only of their 
own garments but of those of their companions, and 
this perception calls forth their affection for their 
companions and for those to whose care they are 
committed. They take as much or more delight in 
the beauty of their companions* dress as they do in 
their own. They regard it as a gift of the Lord also, 
and thus it calls forth and elevates their affections to 
Him. So it becomes an instrument of culture and 
delight. 
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According to the same law, the house they live in 
is adapted to their tastes, to their minds, and nothing 
is wanting that can in any way contribute to their 
good. It is the embodiment of all their desires. The 
first or most essential use of a house is protection from 
storm, from heat and cold, and to serve as a common 
centre in which the whole family can gather, and a 
place where expression can be given to the more 
interior, personal, and private affections. Spiritual 
beings have the sense of these wants. They need a 
common centre, and privacy for the free play of the 
more interior, personal and delicate affections. They 
need a home as much as we do; and it is impossible 
to conceive of a home without a house, or of a house 
without rooms, and the more excellent the house the 
more various the apartments. 

Applying the general principle, that the Lord 
provides houses for those who dwell in Heaven, and 
keeping in mind the perfection of spiritual substances, 
we necessarily come to the conclusion that the homes 
of our children in Heaven must be beautiful and 
pleasant beyond our powers of conception. They 
must surpass the most beautiful dwellings on the earth, 
more than they surpass the most wretched hovels of 
savage tribes. 

They are built of more excellent materials, as 
spiritual substances are more excellent than matter. 
There are earths, and all things of the mineral and 
vegetable kingdoms in the spiritual world, as well as 
in this. They exist, indeed, in ^ much greater variety. 
There are precious stones and the most beautiful 
woods, and materials for garments, as silk and wool 
The earth is as solid to the tread of spiritual feet as 
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this earth is to the tread of ours. But still all these 
things are spiritual in form and substance. 

Swedenborg describes some of the dwellings which 
he was permitted to see. He says their form is the 
embodiment of architecture. It is an expression of 
the art itself, that is, in size, form, proportion, materials, 
location, ornamentation, and arrangement within and 
without; all the parts are perfectly fitted to each other, 
and to those who dwell in them. They are the em- 
bodiment of their affections and thoughts. There is 
not a single thing in them which is not of some use, 
and which has not a beauty according to use; nor is 
there anything wanting which could in anyway gratify 
the taste or contribute to the happiness of those who 
dwell in them. Every child and adult has the room 
of his choice. He finds everything in it he wants. 
It is as large as his thought; it is as beautifiil as his 
tastes. Everything in the furniture and ornaments, in 
bed and closet and wardrobe; in colour and material; 
in light and shade and fonn, perfectly corresponds to 
^ his wants — not merely to his bodily wants, but to the 
wants of his whole nature. The same is true of every- 
thing without the house. The street, the l^wn, the 
grove, the garden, the orchard, the landscape. 

Take the garden for an example. It will contain 
those flowers, and fi'uit-bearing vines, and shrubs, and 
trees, which would most delight the children. There 
would be nothing which did not interest them, and 
there would be nothing wanting which could in any 
way gratify any taste or contribute any delight. Every 
plant would speak to them. Its form, colour, fra- 
grance, its leaves and fruit, would be the embodiment 
of some affection and some form of thought. It would 
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be a mirror in which some phase of interior life would 
be variously and perfectly reflected. 

The outward beauty, grandeur and glory which 
surround them, is only a small part of its value. It 
is their sympathy with it; its connection with their 
inward lives. It does not oppress them. It is not a 
cold artificial splendour which merely dazzles. It is 
warm with the life of the heart; it is natural. They 
feel at home in it, as we feel at home in the scenes of 
our childhood. It is as though all the associations of 
the past with any sense were gathered into one moment, 
and went thrilling through affection and thought 

But notwithstanding this familiarity, this sense of 
rest and contentment in these scenes of beauty and 
grandeur, the familiarity and commonness does not 
dull the edge of curiosity, or diminish the zest of 
delight Thfey are ever new. They give the unfold- 
ing natures of our children continual surprises. Not 
startling and unpleasant ones, but surprises which are 
the fulfilment of dim prophecies within them. Thus 
they never tire of their homes. 

But the supreme excellence of the richness and 
beauty of their outward world consists in the fact that 
its whole influence elevates and purifies their aflections, 
draws out their love for each other, and opens their 
hearts more fully and interiorly to the Lord. It is a 
constant reminder to them of the Lord's goodness to 
each one of them. It not only begets in them a 
knowledge of their dependence upon the Lord, but a 
growing delight in being dependent, and in feeling 
that they are. 

The natural man cannot bear much prosperity in 
this world. He is prone to settle down in useless and 
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destructive luxury, if he can command the means of 
indulging his appetites. If he has power, he becomes 
tyrannical; if he has knowledge and genius, he is 
proud, and claims admiration and indulgence. So we 
have to be beaten, and crossed, and pinched with 
want, and to make our way through mountains of 
difficulty. Like some plants, we have to be continually 
clipped in, or we should not bear any spiritual fruit. 
Indulgence spoils our children. 

But in the pther life it is not so. Loving what is 
good and true, the more they indulge their aifections 
and tastes the better they become. 

We must not think of their life, however, as one of 
luxurious indulgence and sensuous gratification.' They 
have their uses, which tax their powers to the utmost. 
I say uses, not tastes, or duties, because we associate 
with these words something of constraint and arbitrary 
force. Children in this world delight in exercising 
their powers to the utmost verge of endurance, where 
led by their delights. 

Infants in the other life are sent to infants in this, 
and they take great delight in associating with them, 
and perform an important use in the development of 
their innocent natures. I have no doubt that the 
spiritual sight of infants and little children in this 
world is often opened, and that they see their heavenly 
companions, and the beautiful spiritual scenery which 
surrounds them. It is not merely from an internal 
influence that they crow and laugh, and the whole body 
seems to be moved with delight. It is not merely a 
poetic fancy that 

" Heaven lies about us in our infancy." 
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It is a beautiful reality. Our little ones see beings 
invisible to our grosser sight, and their tender natures 
become imbued with something of their heavenly 
sweetness and purity. 

Those who have a taste for it, learn to play on 
instruments of music, and to sing songs which perfectly 
express their heavenly affections. They have not only 
harps, but instruments of every kind; and their music 
is incomparably grander and more joyous and elevat- 
ing than any upon earth. Indeed, our noblest songs 
in this world are only some broken chords and snatches 
of the harmonies of the other life, which have floated 
down and been caught by the sensitive ears of the 
great masters of song in this world. 

Boys are boys there as well as here. They have 
masculine tastes, a boy's love of action. They are 
enterprising, confident, and daring. They love com- 
petition. They delight in sports which test their 
strength and skill, and give free play to all their bodily 
and intellectual faculties. But they are guarded and 
guided with such wisdom by their heavenly teachers 
that they engage in those pastimes only which serve 
as a relaxation, and which tend to beget and cultivate 
generosity and kindness of nature, strength and dignity 
of bearing, and grace of movement. 

According to the same law, girls are girls. They 
delight in those offices and recreations which are femi- 
nine, but not effeminate. They grow up into a lovely 
womanhood, and gain its strength and beauty and 
grace and innocence by the exercise of those qualities 
in their daily lives. They are gay and joyous; their 
happiness flows forth in song and laughter and inno- 
cent sports, and in the free and orderly play of every 
feminine grace. 
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Boys and girls associate with each other, and in- 
fluence each other for good. The girls soften and 
subdue the natural robustness of the boys, and tone 
down their tendency to wild force. The boys in turn 
give strength and dignity to feminine gentleness. They 
give variety and completeness to social life. Thus 
they grow up in the midst of influences which tend to 
cherish the good, the beautiful, and the true in their 
natures. They breathe an atmosphere of love and 
purity. They walk in paths of wisdom, and they find 
them ways of pleasantness and peace. They grow 
towards the perfection and prime of an eternal man- 
hood and womanhood. Every faculty unfolds in true 
order and harmony. Their characters are well balanced, 
and complete at every step; and yet they admit of 
continual advancement. 

Such is an imperfect view of what our doctrines 
teach us concerning the condition of those who pass 
into the other life in infancy. It is not a mere idle 
fancy. It is based upon the nature of the spiritual 
world and well-established laws of human nature. It 
is well calculated to comfort those whose little ones 
have passed into that life. It assures them that it is 
well with them, and shows how the Lord's goodness 
and mercy may be as fully shown in taking the lambs 
from our flock into His own fold as by giving them to 
us at first. Blessed innocents, they are safe from all 
the temptations and trials of this life. They will never 
sufier hunger or cold or fatigue or pain. They will 
never be pinched by want. They will never be 
tormented by fear, or stung by pangs of remorse. 
They will never want any good. They will go on 

D 
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from step to step in the knowledge of truth, and in the 
attainment of wisdom and happiness for ever. The 
cup of life will always be full of the richest J03rs they 
are able to receive from the Lord, and its capacities 
will continue to enlarge to eternity. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE DEATH OF CHILDREN A MINISTRY OF GOOD 

TO PARENTS. 

THE Lord is a being of infinite love and wisdom. 
All that He does, therefore, must be done 
from pure love, and in an absolutely perfect way. He 
must regard the highest good of all in everything 
which He provides, permits, and prevents. The Lord 
never permits the smallest evil to come upon any 
human being when it could be prevented without 
causing a greater evil. All the bereavements, the 
sorrow, and suffering of humanity are a less evil than 
their prevention would be, in the condition in which 
men now are. 

Nor is this sum of general good obtained by striking 
a balance and setting the general good against in- 
dividual suffering. "The Lord is good to all and 
His tender mercies are over all His works." In every 
bereavement He regards -the good of those who suffer 
as well as those who are saved from it. In the 
removal of children to the other life, He looks to the 
good of the parents as well as the children. We can 
see some respects in which the children are gainers 
by being taken out of a world of sin and sorrow, and 
committed to the care of the angels in a world where 
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death and sorrow cannot enter. If we could see its 
effects upon the sorely smitten parents, we should find 
the wisdom and loving-kindness of the I-ord as fully 
shown towards them as towards the beloved ones He 
had taken from the circle of their homes. The Lord 
never takes away the least good from us without givmg 
us a greater one in return. He gives us our children 
to be a blessing to us — He takes them from us natur- 
ally to give them to us more fully spiritually. It may 
not be possible for us, blinded as we are by evil and 
falsity, and smarting with the pain of separation, to see 
clearly and fully how our afflictions can be turned into 
blessings. But the nature of the Divine Providence 
necessitates the conclusion, and in the light of the 
Divine Truth embodied in our doctrines we may be 
able to see some things in which the removal of our 
children may be a blessing to us. 

By the removal of our children to the spiritual 
world, the Lord teaches us a lesson concerning their 
ownership, which we are slow to learn. He teaches 
us that they are not our own 5 that they are His chil- 
dren. He makes us instrumental in their creation, 
and binds them to us by the most tender ties. He 
commits them to our care, and enriches the commission 
with a multitude of blessings. He opens new foun- 
tains of love in the parental heart, and calls a great 
variety of affections into activity, and develops the 
whole nature on a certain plane of life. Let any father 
or mother conceive all the affection, the thought, the 
culture and discipline and delight every child has 
given them to be taken from them, would it not leave 
an immense void in their natures.^ These joys which 
daily flow into the heart from this source; this constant 
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culture and discipline, this enlargement of our natures, 
is the reward the Lord gives us for our service. The 
reward is so great, and they become bound to us by 
so many ties that we almost unconsciously claim them 
as our own, and feel that we have a right to do what 
we please with them. 

But this is not so. They are the Lord's. He has 
the only absolute ownership in them. They are com- 
mitted to us in trust to take care of, to educate, and 
train up for Heaven. They are given to us for the 
same purpose that those who are removed to the other 
life are given to the angels, and we have no right to 
educate them for any other purpose than for His 
service. We ought to regard them as most precious 
trusts committed to our care by our heavenly Father 
for a specific purpose, and we ought to be scrupulously 
faithful in discharging it, and ready to resign it when 
the Lord calls upon us to do so. 

When a child is taken from us, it reminds us of this 
great truth. It helps us to see more clearly that they 
are not our own, and it leads us to scrutinize our 
actions, to see whether we have been faithful or not in 
the discharge of our duty. It tends to place our 
relation to our children in a true light. 

Suppose you regarded every one of your children as 
the Lord's; as given to you in trust with great rewards 
for your care, to train up for Heaven; suppose you 
should keep this truth directly before you; would it 
not have a most powerful influence over your motives 
and methods of care and instruction of your children ? 
Would you not inquire. How shall I acquit myself of 
this trust ? How shall I educate these children that 
they may become sons and daughters of the Lord ? If 
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a friend should put into your hands a sum of money, in 
trust, to keep and use for his benefit as an honest man 
or woman, you would feel under an obligation to be 
faithful to this trust If you began to regard it as your 
own, to have and hold and spend for your own pur- 
poses, would it not tend to correct your mistake of 
purpose and action to have him take a part or the 
whole of the sum from your hands ? 

Is it not so with our children ? We are prone to 
regard them as our own absolutely, to use and direct 
as we please. How few regard it as the. end of pro- 
viding food and clothing, and a home, and education 
for their children, that they may be trained up for 
Heaven ! How little is done directly for this purpose 1 

When, therefore, the Lord comes and takes a child 
from our care and transfers it to the care of the angels. 
He reminds us in the most forcible way that it is His 
child, that those who remain with us are His children, 
and that we must be diligent and faithful in educating 
them for His service. The whole effect, if rightly 
viewed, would "help us to see the relation which our 
children bear to us, and to the Lord, in a true light, 
and to discharge the trust committed to us in a more 
faithful manner. 

But again : The tendency of affliction is to soften 
our natures, and to break the force of our natural de- 
sires. This is especially the case with the removal of 
children, and those who are dear to us, to the other 
life. They are bound to us by the tenderest ties. It 
is a provision of the Lord's mercy, that our life should 
begin in a sphere of love. Parental affection is a real 
bond between the parent and child. The mother's 
life and the father's life brood over it, and warm it, 
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and receive wannth from the Lord in communicating 
it Our children are a part of ourselves, of our own 
being, and when they are-taken from us, what a bot- 
tomless gulf is left in the heart 1 How lonely the 
house is without their presence ! How silent without 
the music of their voices ! The vacant chair occupies 
more space in our thoughts and affections than all the 
others. An empty cradle makes the whole house 
empty. The light that has feded from the bright eye 
makes the whole house dark, and our own souls also. 
Every earthly good appears in dimmer light, and 
becomes less precious. What is the use of wealth, 
if there is no beloved one on whom to lavish it? 
What is the use of home, if the dear ones have fled ? 
It is a deserted -nest Our hold upon every earthly 
good is relaxed. We see that it cannot be relied upon. 
We distrust it The foundations are loosened. How 
many a father and mother have, felt the solid earth 
reeling under their feet wiien the body of their beauti- 
ful, their beloved one, was being committed to it So 
the all merciful Lord cuts the chords of our natural 
affections which anchor us to the earth, and lets us 
drift out upon the ocean of life, that He may. bring 
us into the great currents of His love and wisdom, 
and draw us towards our real home in Heaven. 

The natural man is hard and cold. He must be 
subdued, and softened. He must be put into the 
alembic of suffering, and purified as silver in a potter s- 
vesseL He must be melted in the furnace of affliction, 
as we melt iron, to purify it from dross, and cast it 
into the moulds of more beautiful forms. This is one 
important use of all sorrow and affliction. It does 
not give us anything, but it prepares us to receive 
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something better than earth can give. As in some 
optical exhibitions they darken the room, that we may 
see more clearly the particular thing exhibited, so the 
removal of our children puts out the light of earth, 
that the Lord may reveal to us more clearly the beauty 
and glory of Heaven. 

But this softening of the natural mind in the fiunace 
of affliction is not a punishment It is not uncommon 
for parents to regard their bereavements as an evi- 
dence of the Divine displeasure, and a punishment for 
sin, and this is the most terrible ingredient in the bitter 
cup of sorrow. The idea that the Lord has lifted His 
right hand to smite our little ones, who are innocent 
of all blame, that He may, through their suflferings, 
pierce our own hearts with the keenest pangs, is too 
horrible to be entertained No! The mother would 
sooner put out the eyes of the babe lying upon her 
breast, or pierce its tender and sensitive flesh with 
needles, to punish the husband and father she loves 
better than her own life. The Lord's love is infinite. 
He cannot inflict a pang upon one of His children. 
He cannot suffer a shadow to fall upon one of them, 
unless it is for the purpose of preventing a deeper 
shadow, or of preparing the way for a greater light. 
The Lord's love for the father and mother and child 
infinitely surpasses their love for each other, and His 
desire to shelter them from, every storm, and confer 
upon them the highest blessings, is as great as His 
love. He loosens our hold upon earth that He may 
draw us by the chords of love to Heaven. 

A little child grows to our very hearts. The sensi- 
tive and strong tendrils of our affections entwine into 
the nature of the child. The heart anchors to it 
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The image of the beloved one is in all our thoughts. 
The whole nature unconsciously and constantly turns 
to it It is our most precious treasure, our idol often, 
and our heart is where our treasure is. Now the Lord 
transfers our treasure to Heaven, Will not the natural 
effect be to lead us to look to Heaven where our 
treasure is ? Our thought must follow the little ones 
who so recently were folded to our own hearts. It 
cannot be otherwise. 

Those who have no knowledge of the other world, 
can, indeed, only look into vacuity. All upon the 
other side of the veil is a blank to them, and the best 
and most they can do is to submit, and trust in the 
Lord. 

Some are stimulated to inquire if there is not some 
light shining from the other world through the dark 
valley, and happily for humanity, there is a growing 
conviction that there is such light Many now inquire, 
and get light and comfort, who formerly would have 
borne their sorrow in hopeless silence. This is a great 
gain. Many look up through their tears and find light 
which grows brighter as they look, and they follow it 

We are not only on the earth in this life, we are in 
the earth. We are in the material body. Material 
substances are above us and around us. We breathe 
a material atmosphere. We see by material light 
We live on material food. With material hands we 
touch and 'handle only material things. Compared 
with those who dwell in the spiritual world, we are 
like miners bom underground, in some dark mine, 
with only dim smoky lamps for their light The rock 
beneath them is their ear&, the rock above them is 
their sky, and their hanging lamps their sun and moon 
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and stars. The chambers and galleries are their coun- 
tries and their homes. 

It is said that children have been bom in the vast 
mines in the old world, and have grown up there, 
without having ever seen the world above them. 
Suppose some friend who dearly loved these parents 
and children, and earnestly desired to l.ead them out 
of their gloomy abode into the light and beauty of 
this world, should send letters and messengers to them 
to persuade them to give up their narrow dungeons 
and come up into the light Failing in his purpose, 
he goes himself. He sets forth in as forcible a manner 
as possible the advantages of this change of place. 
He describes the sun, and the blue sky, and broad 
landscapes, lovely with trees and streams and grass 
and flowers; pictures the clouds and the fresh air, 
and the beautiful homes, filled with many comforts 
and luxuries. 

But their minds are dwarfed, and their conceptions 
of what he describes are dim and vague. Their home 
is in the mine. Their associations are all there. 
Their thoughts are bounded by its narrow walls. 
Why should they wander oflf into the vague and 
boundless unknown? Finding it impossible to per- 
suade them to leave their dismal abode, he snatches 
an infant from the mother's arms, and rushes away 
towards the upper world. Now the parents, frantic 
with grief, follow him to recover their lost treasure. 
In seizing the child, he has seized the parents by the 
heart. He has taken their treasure, and they follow 
him through many a dark and winding way, but fin- 
ally lose all trace of him, and return to their desolate 
and rocky home. How they mourn ! How involun- 
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tarily and constantly their hearts and thoughts turn to 
their child, and to him who has bereaved them. How 
could he be so cruel as to take away their richest 
treasure 1 

When the first storm of anger is over, and they can 
look more calmly upon their great bereavement, they 
begin to read his words. They reflect upon what he 
has said about the upper world He must have taken 
their child there, and they resolve to follow him, to 
search every avenue, and to leave no means untried to 
discover the dwelling and regain the lost. 

So the Lord sometimes takes our children, out of 
the earth, out of the darkness and misery of material 
conditions, and carries -them into the brightness and 
beauty of the spiritual world, that He may lead us by 
our affections to follow them; that we may learn those 
truths, and follow in those paths which lead to the 
peace and blessedness of Heaven. His motive is love 
to us and to our children, and His method the one 
which will the most effectually serve His purpose. 

We should have no thought or care for the other 
life, if we never saw or heard of any one passing into 
it It is difficult, even now, when we see the funeral 
procession every day, and are ourselves often called 
upon to follow the earthly remains of those who are 
dear to us, to the tomb. But if they remained for ever 
about us, our thoughts and affections would never rise 
above the earth. Why should they? There would 
be no motive. Our interests are all here. 

But as one after another passes away from the circle 
of home, they carry with them something of our 
thought and affection. The balance of influence in 
favour of the spiritual world begins to preponderate. 
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With every departure some weight is transferred from 
one scale to the other; the hold of earth upon us 
weakens, and the bonds of spiritual life grow strofiger. 
Have you not found it so in your own experience ? 
Does not the other life draw near, and become more 
real, and this life seem to become more unsubstantial 
and to fade away, as friend after friend departs ? 

I doubt not it is so. And so far as it is, and you 
are led to think rightly about it, the removal of those 
who are dear to you is a substantial good. The spiri- 
tual world is the real world. It is the home of all the 
past generations. It will soon be our home. We 
shall all remove to it in a few days, and we shall dwell 
in it for ever. Any instruction or discipline, any sor- 
row or joy, which leads us to think of it and to prepare 
for it, must be a blessing. 

But it is only in appearance that our children are 
taken from us. In reality it is not so. They are 
more fully given to us. They are taken from our 
natural senses to be more fully given to us as spiritual 
beings. Bodily presence is not real presence. Bodily 
nearness is not spiritual nearness. Those who dwell 
in the same house and sit at the same table, who live 
and labour together, may be more remote than those 
who live on the opposite side of the globe. It is simi- 
larity of thought and affection which bring people 
really together, and bind them to each other. 

Two material bodies intervene between those who 
are the nearest to each other in this world. The 
mother can only reach her child, through her own 
material body and that of the child's. When the 
material body of either is removed, an obstruction is 
removed. When a good mother passes into the other 
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life, she comes nearer to her children who remain in 
this, and can do more for their spiritual good than 
she could have done while on the earth. By virtue of 
the same law, a child — a little infant — has more 
influence upon its natural parents, and brothers, and 
sisters, than it could have in this world. It has 
passed from a lower to a higher plane of their being. 
It comes nearer their hearts, and touches the more 
interior springs of action. Its influence tends to purify 
the fountain of life. A child in the other life becomes 
a new avenue of communication between us and the 
angels, and a new bond of conjunction with them. In 
this way their life and the Divine life is poured more 
fully into our hearts. 

The spiritual world, we must remember, is npt situ- 
ated at some immeasurable distance from us in space. 
It is here. It is 'around us. We are in it now, as to 
our spirits. All our ability to know and love, to think 
and act, is from that world, and through the medium 
of those who dwell in it. The homes of the angels 
with whom our sanctified children dwell may be 
around our firesides. We are living in the midst of 
spiritual beings all the time, and if our spiritual sight 
was opened we should see them. 

In the many instances of the opening of the spiri- 
tual sight recorded in the Sacred Scriptures, the per- 
sons whose sight was opened remained in this world. 
John was in the isle of Patmos as to his body, while 
he was in Heaven as to his spirit, and saw the Lord 
and the many wonderful things recorded in the Reve- 
lation. Our children, therefore, do not go away from 
us in space when they die. They remain as near to 
us as they are drawn by aifection, and to the extent of 
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their influence they enter into our affections for all 
that is good and true, and vivify them with the inno- 
cence of Heaven. 

I think we have good reason, also, for believing 
that they awaken a lively interest in the minds of the 
angels to whose care they are committed, for their 
parents and friends in this world. 

If an infant was committed to your care by Divine 
appointment, would it not lead you to desire to know 
something of its parents. If the child had been taken 
from the parents without their consent, as a child is 
taken by death, or without their knowledge, would 
not your sympathies be awakened for the poor suffer- 
ing father and mother ? Would you not feel that you 
had a special call to do all in your power to comfort 
them, and if you could not restore the child to them, 
to do your best to prepare them to be restored to the 
child? 

What love for the bereaved and sorrowing parents 
must these little ones who have gone from our homes 
to the homes of the angels awaken in their hearts I 
How ardently they must desire to comfort and sup- 
port us in our affliction I How efficiently they will do 
it, so far as we open our hearts to their gentle and 
pure affections ! They lift us up from the earth; they 
wipe the tears of sorrow from our eyes; they pour the 
balm of heavenly consolation into the torn and bleed- 
ing heart; they draw us, if we will yield to their loving 
influence, by heavenly attractions towards themselves 
and the Lord. They enlist others in our favour, and 
make us a centre of interest to all in the heavens who 
can approach us. 

It is true that this influence comes very faintly to 
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our consciousness while we are in this life. It is a 
repose and elevation of the affections; it is a clearer 
thought concerning the Lord and the other life, it is 
a parting of the clouds for a moment j it is a firmer 
purpose to shun evils; to live a more unselfish and 
less worldly life; to do more for others; to be gentler, 
and kinder, and truer, and more devoted to the living. 
As we give the angels opportunity, they insinuate the 
germs of heavenly good into our hearts, and as we 
yield to their guidance, they lead us to Heaven and 
the Lord. They touch the springs of our natures; 
they put their gentle hands on the helm of life ; they 
make the lion and the lamb in our natures to lie down 
together, and the little child whom we mourned as lost, 
leads them. 

Blessed innocents ! Treasures laid up in Heaven ! 
Riches past our capacity to estimate! Loving bonds 
between us and the angels 1 They are not lost to us. 
The Lord has not taken them firom us. He has suf- 
fered the outward links of the chain which bound 
them to us to fall away, that the inward might be 
strengthened. He has brought Jhem nearer to us, 
and He uses their tender natures as a way in which 
He can approach us more nearly, and gain a more 
powerful hold upon us. He blessed us in giving them 
to us. He blessed us in taking them from our natural 
sight, and He preserves them a living source of bless- 
ing to us now and for evermore. If we could see the 
whole effect upon us of their, birth and translation, as 
He sees it, and has provided it, we should say with 
our hearts as well as with our lips, " The Lord gave, 
the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name of 
the Lord." 



CHAPTER V. 

THE DISCIPLINE OF OUR CHILDREN UPON EARTH AND 
IN HEAVEN EQUALLY FAVOURABLE TO THEIR 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND HAPPINESS. 

THE doctrines of the New Church give us the 
most comforting assurance of the happiness of 
our children in heaven. They teach us that they are 
kindly and tenderly received by the angels, and that 
all their infantile wants are fully provided for. Their 
lot seems fortunate, both in what they escape and in 
what they gain. They are released from the incum- 
brances and hindrances of a material body; they are 
free from all want— from hunger, and cold, and 
disease, and pain, and the limitations of time and space, 
and privation in every form. They are introduced 
into beautiful homes, where they find everything which 
can in any way contribute to their comfort and culture 
and happiness. They have teachers who know how 
to touch the secret springs of their natures ; to anti- 
cipate their wants; to repress in the gentlest manner,, 
and to direct the unfojding of all their affections and 
intellectual faculties in order and harmony. 

When we see this, and furthermore when we find 
that these doctrines concerning the condition of our 
children who have passed into the other life, are based 
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upon the Word of God and the immutable laws of 
Divine order, as we do when we examine them fully; 
and when we compare their condition with even the 
most favoured children in this life, but more especially 
with the vast multitude of children who are bom into 
the sphere of every evil influence, and who must neces- 
sarily grow up in ignorance, our first thought is. How 
fortunate it would be for all children to be taken 
from earth to Heaven ! 

But this conclusion is drawn from only a partial 
view of the subject Removal from the labours and 
trials and temptations and sufferings of earth in infancy' 
and childhood is attended with loss as well as gain. 
The hard conditions and sore trials of earth have their 
compensations, as well as the peace and blissful activi- 
ties of Heaven. A little examination of the nature of 
the human mind, and of the relations of this life to the 
life after death, will enable us to see that it is so. 

We cannot doubt that the Lord has arranged the 
order and methods and proportions of our life in a 
manner which is best adapted to the full and harmoni- 
ous development of all our faculties, in time and in 
eternity. Every step in life is ordered with reference 
to the one which succeeds it It has. its beginning, 
its culmination, and its end. One step grows out of 
another and is based upon it There is "first the 
blade, then the ear, and then the full com in the ear." 
In the production of fiiiit the leaf is an instrument in 
forming the blossom, and the blossom in its tum is an 
instmment in forming the fruit So it is with all spiri- 
tual growth. 

Our life in the material body is one step in exist- 
ence. In a tme order of life it would have its begin- 

E 
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ning, its culmination, and its end. It must necessarily 
have some relation to our life after we leave the body. 
We are in our material bodies as the bird is in the egg. 
In a true order of creation the bird must attain a 
certain degree of development before it is bom into 
this world. While it is true that its condition after it 
is hatched is vastly superior when considered in itself 
to its state of imprisonment in the shell, yet it is essen- 
tial to its perfection as a bird that it should continue 
in the shell until it has fully completed that stage of 
its existence. To anticipate it by any violence would 
be in some respects an injury to its perfection. It 
would never attain the strength or fulness of develop- 
ment. The eagle could never soar so high, or be so 
keen of sight and swift of wing. Some beauty of 
colour and richness of song would be wanting to every 
one prematurely forced into a new state of life. 

The same law applies to man. He is in his shell 
in this life. As to his spirit, which constitutes his 
identity and personality as a human being, he is in 
embryo, in the womb of the material body. His 
spiritual organization is effected in it, and without 
doubt it is in the best possible conditions to have that 
work well done, for these conditions are provided and 
determined by Infinite Wisdom, and by that Omni- 
science which sees the end from the beginning. Our 
life in this world is the basis for the superstructure ot 
our whole being. It must of necessity follow that it is 
best to have that basis well laid, and that this cannot 
be done without following out and completing the order 
of the Divine providence with reference to our work. 

While, therefore, it is true that the spiritual world 
is ineffably superior to this in substance, in form, in 
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beauty, in variety, and in adaptation to spiritual beings; 
while it is true that there infants almost immediately 
begin to walk and speak, and their development in 
every respect is much more rapid than it can be here, 
yet it does not follow that, when all things are con- 
sidered, it is a positive gain over what they would have 
attained by the slower and more difficult processes of 
earth. There is a kind of work which can be done 
better in this world than in the spiritual world. There 
is a work, which is essential to the complete develop- 
ment of all our faculties, and full attainment of our 
highest good, which can be done only in this world. 
To gain complete control over humanity, to become 
the last as well as the first, it was necessary that our 
Lord should assume a human nature, and be bom 
into natural conditions. So man lays the foundation 
of his life here. He does a work which cannot be 
done in the other life. He works in many respects in 
darkness and silence; he works blindly and under 
rough conditions. But these conditions are essential 
to the kind of work. The most skilful artist cannot 
make delicate and beautiful work out of metals full of 
dross. They must be put into the furnace. Nor can 
we look for delicate handling and brilliant polish in 
the forge. But in those fires, arid under the force of 
tremendous blows, the dross is separated from the pure 
metal, and it is brought into a state to receive the 
highest polish, and be wrought into the most beautiful 
and useful forms. So it is with our life. 

An infant will always remain an infant, in some re- ' 
spects, in the other life. It will grow up into woman- 
hood or manhood. It will gain knowledge and strength 
and wisdom, but it will retain something of the tender- 
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ness and the necessity for the help of others which at- 
tend the first stages of life. It will retain an infantile 
character. It can never be as self-reliant, in the good 
meaning of the term. It can never act so fully from 
itself. It would never be likely to perform what for 
the sake of distinction we may call the higher offices 
of humanity. It would not be able to teach others ; 
to lead and direct and perform the more public func- 
tions. Those who go into the other life in infancy will 
never be pioneers in the investigation of truth, in ex- 
ploring new realms of thought, and in attaining new 
varieties of good. They will like the privacy and 
sweet peace of home, and be content with a compara- 
tively narrow routine of life. I do not think the angels 
who strengthened our Lord and helped His human 
nature to sustain His agony in Gethsemane, or those 
who rolled away the great stone from the sepulchre, 
or opened the prison doors for Peter, were infants. 
Like Moses and Elias, these angels had been trained 
in the school of trial and suffering, and like the mul- 
titude whom John saw, "they had come out of great 
tribulation, and had made their robes white in the 
blood of the Lamb." Those only who have been 
tempted know how to succour the ^empted. Those 
who have suffered know how to sympathize with the 
suffering. 

Those who pass into the other life in infancy and 
childhood will always have a delicate organization. It 
will be beautiful. They will be the embodiments of 
loveliness. They will be sensitive to the most interior 
and gentle influences, and will yield to the slightest 
motions of the Divine love. They will be forms of 
innocence, and will constitute one of the most im- 
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portant elements of influence and interior delight in 
Heaven. But they will never stand alone. They will 
occupy, relatively, about the same position in the 
families and societies of Heaven that they do in the 
families and societies of earth. They may be to the 
whole body of Heaven what the nervous fluid or the 
more delicate membranes are to the material body, 
absolutely necessary to its perfection, but dependent 
upon others to support and guide. 

Indeed, I think I see good grounds in the nature of 
things for the belief, that it is in accordance with the 
purpose of the Lord from the beginning that human 
beings should pass into the other life in all ages and 
all states of development. There are children who 
impress every one with the idea that they do not be- 
long to this world, and that they will not remain long 
here. The impression may be true or it may not. 
But such is the fact. The saying, 

"Whom the gods love, die young," 

has been handed down from generation to generation. 
There is an apparent truth in it, if we judge of the 
Lord's affection for us by the fact that we seem better 
fitted for the peace and bliss of heaven than the rough 
work and sore trials of earth, though in reality He 
loves those whom He takes early to His fold no more 
than those who remain late. He loves the oak as well 
as the mushroom. 

There are natures which cannot stand opposition, 
as there are some constitutions which cannot stand 
exposure and hardship. They wither under it, and are 
killed by it, as tender plants are killed by frost. There 
are others that need opposition to bring out their 
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natural force. They need frost and fire to subdue 
their hardness and roughness, and give tenderness and 
sweetness to their natures. They grow and ripen 
under influences which destroy others. It may, there- 
fore, be according to the order of the Divine providence 
that some should ripen early, and some late, that there 
may be every variety of character in Heaven. 

But if we can forget for a moment the pressure of 
time and space and material conditions, and regard 
ourselves as spiritual beings; if we look at character, 
at mental and spiritual state, and the laws of mental 
development, we can see, even in this woriri, how the 
hard labours and the sore conflicts of life are more 
favourable, are necessary, indeed, to the development 
of the highest and noblest qualities of human character. 
It is a universal law of the Divine order that all growth 
and all attainment should be gained by action. The 
development of our spiritual faculties is at first impeded 
by the opposition of the natural man. But in the end 
we may be gainers by it. The new man bom from 
above has every imaginable hindrance to remove, and 
innumerable enemies to overcome. It is bom in the 
midst of enemies. * It is nurtured like a lamb among 
wolves. Its promised land is pre-occupied by powerful 
combinations of evils, protected by fortified cities of 
false principles, and entrenched in habits. Its way 
lies through the wildemess, where it must endure 
hunger and cold, and meet wily enemies, and the 
most formidable dangers. But under the guidance of 
the Divine providence, these very labours and priva- 
tions and trials will, be instrumental in consolidating 
and giving vital power to the spiritual man. This 
plane of the mind gains vigour by every combat The 
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necessity of learning truth, and applying it in the vari- 
ous exigencies of our daily labour and combats ugainst 
the evil and false, gives breadth and nerve to the un- 
derstanding. The affections, which are the fountain of 
courage — of heart-power — ^get their development by 
this exercise; gain vital energy. They may not expand 
so much as they would if they met with no opposition, 
but they become more finnly knit, and more intimately 
united with the understanding. The spiritual fibre 
becomes firmer, and more compact, like the fibre of 
those woods which grow upon open hill-sides, where 
they are rocked by every storm, and get the full blaze 
of every sun. They are like the muscles of the well- 
trained athlete, clean and compact and elastic, and 
capable of any strain. 

With all this strength, there is a tenderness which 
is not weakness, a gentleness which is the product of 
power penetrated by love. Such natures are large, 
not by dilution and diffusion, but by concentration. 
They are equal to emergencies. They have Opinions. 
They cannot only affirm, but they can give reasons. 
They not only have faith, but knowledge. They can 
stand alone, and walk alone. Yotf* can build upon 
them as upon a rock. 

To whom would you go for S)rmpathy in some great 
sorrow ? To one who had never suffered ? No. 
Rather to those who had passed through the hottest 
fires in the furnace of affliction, and had come out 
tender and strong and pure fi^om it To whom would 
you go for advice in any great exigency? To one 
who had met with no difficulties ? who had sailed only 
in calm weather with fair winds? No. You would 
seek those who have had experience, who had been in 
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the same perils, and knew the danger and the way to 
avoid 9r to overcome it 

We get this spiritual discipline in this life. Our 
being gets root, and the more it is rocked and buffeted 
by storms the deeper it takes root It sends them 
down into the earth of the natural mind, and pushes 
them out in every direction. 

^ human being who has not laboured and grown 
weary, who has not suffered and despaired, is not 
half a man. His faculties are only in the gristle. 
They have no temper They will not hold an edge- 
There are great compensations for the labouss and 
trials of this short life* We think them hard to bear, 
• and they are grievous. But when they grow out of the 
conflij:t between good'and evil in the mind, they are 
rich in » their rewards. They give a tone and temper 
to the soul which can be acquired in no other way. 
They lay the foundation for a superstructure of life 
which will remain firmer than the hills, and which will 
ri«e abov% the level of those who have known no la- 
bour, no conflict, and no sorrow. The Lord's mercy is 
in human labour, in the darkness of our darkest night, 
and in the hottest fires of our afflictions. When we 
have enjoyed th« blessedness of Heaven for millions 
' of years, if we could see the bearing of our sorest con- 
flicts and heaviest burdens upon our future good, we 
would come back, if it was possible, and we could see 
it to be neqpssary to the attainment of the good which 
grows out of them; we would lay aside our glory and 
put down the cup of our joys, and take upon ourselves 
the burden, and the yoke, and the fear, and go through 
the wilderness once more, and suffer its hunger and its 
thirst and its defeats. 
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No. When we think of the happiness of our little 
ones in Heaven, how safe, tliey are, how free frarti the 
sore trials of earth, how rapidly they are advancing 
from joy to joy; when we compare their lot with that 
of our children who remain upon the earth, we need 
not envy them; we need not pity those whose path 
for many years must be steep and difficult, whoje 
tender feet must bleed, and whose hearts must* be 
pierced with many sorrows. 

If we do our duty by them, they will yet outstrip 
those who have gone before. They will find the most ' 
ample compensation for every good deed done, for 
every battle fought and victory non. » 

But there is a«other ^good gained by a l*ng and 
usefiil life in this world, whicji grows out of the ch^ged 
relations of spiritual beings to the worW without 'them. 
In the spiritual world all the scenery and all the objects 
of every kind which surround a person or a society, 
which the man or woman can see or hear or perceive 
by any sense, is a representative qf the thoughts and 
affections within. The outward world answers to the 
•inward world. The outward ^orld is the Effect of the 
thoughts and forms of the angels. 

This life is the seed-time of principles. What we 
make our own here become the germs of all that will 
be our own through eternity. The typal forms of all 
that will become objective to us ^e stored up in the - 
mind. The soul gets its colour here, and the Divine ^ 
light which streams through it in the other life will 
receive its hue from the peculiar quality of the feoul. 

The spiritual law according to which this takes place 
is the same as the one with which we are all familiar 
in this life. Every one has his owxx mental scei^ry. 
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Every one lives in a world more or less different from 
the World which surrounds him. He has a more 
beautiful house in his mind^ than the material house in 
which he dwells. He does nobler or baser deeds in 
thought than in act His mental world is determined 
ly his knowledge and character, by the images in his 
mind, and the love of good or evil in his heart. Any 
one' who will reflect a moment upon the workings of 
his own mind, will see that it is so. This law is not 
annulled or changed when we go into the other world. 
It is carried into fuUer effect. Here we may be in a 
better or worse condition externally than we are men- 
tally. John Bunyan in his cell was a pilgrim on his 
way to 4h^ Heavenly City, meeting adventure^ and 
fighting battles, and* parsing tbrough scenes more 
various than an^knight-errant of old, or pilgrim to the 
Holy Land. On the q^her hand, those who dwell in 
palaces, and are surrounded with all the beauty and 
splendour which wealth and art can produce, may live 
ifi a mental and motal world foul with vile lusts, and 
terrible witlf ihfemal purposes. But in the other life 
the outwarft world will Correspond to the inward. It 
will be no better and no worse. An angel could not 
wear a torn, filthy, and unbecoming garment. A devil 
could not live in the pure, shining robes of the angels. 
It would be a torment to him. 

An infant has not stored up any images or states of 
fiind; it has not fofmed any character in this world, 
and this must have some effect upon its condition 
there. The minds of children must be in some degree 
transparent and negative. They will be supplied with 
everything that can in any way contribute to their 
happiness. B«t itk will not be so fully their own. It 
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will be the creation of others around them. Like 
fluids, they will assume the forms of other vessels, 
rather than give form to them. 

They can never rise so high, because they have not 
so deep a root. They can never extend their influence 
so widely. Their affections cannot assume such variety 
of form, their sympathies cannot be so wide and deep. 
Their natures cannot be so large and capacious for 
the reception of the Divine life. If they are saved 
from much labour and suffering, and many dangers, 
they also lose the good which is gained by them. If 
they enter early into the joys of the heavenly state, 
they miss that fulness of preparation which is essential 
to Ae largest and most complete development of our 
spiritual nature. ,4 ' * 

While, therefore, we have so jauch to comfort us in 
the removal of our children Jo the othej life, we have 
equal cause to rejoice in the possession of those who 
remain, and the most powerful njotives to do all in our 
power to protect them from evil, to instruct then*' -in 
the truth, and to initiate them into the* practice of a * 
heavenly life, that when they throw aside their earthly 
garments, they may be in a state to join those who 
have gone before. 
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